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MLA Fights for a Family Doctor

Barbara Adams says Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage families deserve better care
MLA Barbara Adams is fighting
hard to bring a family doctor to Cole
Harbour-Eastern Passage, the only
constituency in Nova Scotia without a
family doctor.
“While there is no doubt that we have
a doctor shortage across the province,
there is something drastically wrong
with the picture in our community,”
she says.
MLA Adams continues to push health
officials and Health Minister Randy
Delorey to find a solution for primary
care.
In August, Adams neogitated with the
Department of Family Medicine to
allocate a physician to Cole HarbourEastern Passage. However, the process
to recruit a doctor is incredibly slow.
Adams has put together a volunteer
recruitment team to help find a doctor
quickly.
In addition, Adams negotiated
with Minister Delorey to grant her
constituency with funding for a clinical
nurse practitioner. She is working
through that process now.
“What the community truly deserves is
a full collaborative health centre,” says
Adams. “It was promised in the last
election, and it is what families need.”
A health centre was not included in the
fall budget but Adams has advised the
Minister that she expects it to be in the
2018/2019 budget.
“I don’t care if they think I’m a thorn
in their side,” she says. “I will keep

MLA Barbara Adams getting her flu shot. Did you get yours? Adams says the health of Cole HarbourEastern Passage is among her top conerns.

fighting for better healthcare.”
Adams says she has sadly heard from
a soon-to-be mother who has put her
unborn baby on the provincial health
authority’s family doctor wait list.
“We are at a critical time,” she adds.
In addition to primary care woes,
Adams remains very concerned about
the lack of nearby pain specialists. The
Dartmouth General Pain Clinic just
lost both chronic pain specialists and
the clinic is closing, leaving thousands

of chronic pain patients--mainly in
Dartmouth--with a minimum two-year
wait to see a specialist.
As a chronic pain specialist herself,
Adams says the province must come
up with a strategy for helping patients.
“We cannot just leave people to live
their lives in chronic pain,” she says.
“These are real people whose lives are
on hold as they live in agony. The time
has come for a real plan to deal with
the issue of chronic pain.”

More Inside from Our Communities

Education Report:

Standing up for our Students
MLA Barbara Adams says the students
of Cole Harbour and Eastern Passage
have been waiting far too long to find
out about the future of their high
schools.
She met with Education Minister Zach
Churchill on November 15 to discuss
the new Eastern Passage high school,
and the future of Cole Harbour and
Auburn Drive high schools.
The Eastern Passage high school, now
known as Island View High School, is
set to open next September. However,
Adams has serious concerns about
the province’s decision to build a
school so small that it won’t offer
the International Baccalaureate (IB)
program or any Skills Trade programs.
“These are extremely important and
valuable programs and the students
of Eastern Passage deserve every
opportunity to have them,” she says.
Adams has repeatedly met with
Minister of Education Zach Churchill
to ask that Eastern Passage students
don’t miss out on educational
opportunities.
Adams is demanding that Eastern

Passage students slated to start at the
new high school are given the choice
to stay at Cole Harbour High School
where they are currently taking the
IB or Skills Trade programs, or to go
to the school of their choice to access
those programs in September 2018.
Adams was advised that Eastern
Passage students interested in those
programs will have to apply for out-ofschool transfers in April 2018 like all
other HRSB students.
Nova Scotia’s Auditor General has
warned the new school will deplete
student numbers at Cole Harbour
High School. Attendance at Cole
Harbour is projected to drop from
835 students to just 325 in 2018. This
leaves only one-third of the school
occupied.
In addition to programming needs,
Adams continues to lobby Minister
Churchill for answers on the future of
Cole Harbour High and Auburn High.
In June 2017, the Education Minister
halted the school review process for
the Cole Harbour Community of
Schools.

The recommendations from the school
options committee were never made
public.
Now, the province has hired a
consultant to review all school boards
and the report won’t be released until
December 31.
Parents, students and teachers at Cole
Harbour and Auburn High Schools
have to wait--possibly until the spring-for answers on the fate of their
schools
“Not only will this have a significant
impact on the residents of Cole
Harbour, but it will also affect families
all across Dartmouth,” says Adams.
“The decisions for these schools
will have long-term impacts on our
communities so we must get it right.”
She is on the record advocating that
Cole Harbour and Auburn High
Schools be kept open and turned into a
‘one school, two campus’ option, so no
important programs are lost.
“Postal codes and politics shouldn’t
decide what educational experience a
student has,” she adds.

Fall sitting roundup
MLA Barbara Adams took her seat in
the legislature for the first time this fall
and certainly made her mark.
In Question Period, the Cole HarbourEastern Passage MLA challenged the
health minister and education minister
on numerous issues within both the
health and education systems.
Adams says she was proud to ask tough
questions on behalf of the families of
Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage.
“I know people are fed up with the
excessive wait times for surgeries,
lack of family doctors, ongoing
emergency room closures, and lack of
mental health supports,” says Adams.
“Although we didn’t get many answers,
we hope the province recognizes the
struggle many Nova Scotians are going
through each day.”
Adams adds she is proud of the
work by the Official Opposition,
for pressuring the government to
pass its own Intimate Images and
Cyberbullying Protection Act, and

making practical amendments to
the bill to strengthen supports for
cyberbullying victims. Another
highlight was the passing of the
October 15 Pregnancy and Infant
Loss Awareness Day after receiving
unanimous support of all MLAs.
“I was proud to take my seat in the
House of Assembly on behalf of the
families who trust me to be their
voice,” says Adams. “I will continue
to fight for everyone in Cole HarbourEastern Passage.”
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Barbara Adams is sworn in as an MLA

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE COMMUNITY

MLA Barbara Adams attends the Cole Harbour
Remembrance Day ceremony with students and
teachers.

Alzheimer Society staff and MLA Barbara Adams Captain Paul Forget, MLA Barbara Adams and
celebrate the launch of the free online Care GivMr. Tom Birchall attend the stamp unveiling for
ers Support Program created by Adams, Catherine the Halifax Explosion.
Anne Murray and the Alzheimer Society.

MLA Barbara Adams has been keeping up-to-date
on the improvemnets to the Dartmouth General
and advocating for more allied health
professionals.

As a former board member for the VON, Barbara happily attended their 120th Anniversary at
Pier 21 with Linda Bird of the Alzheimer’Society,
CARP NS President Ian MacDonald, and MLA
Elizabeth Smith-McCrossin

MLA Barbara Adams attends the South Woodside
Community Update regarding the Imperial site
dismantlement.

Imperial Updates South Woodside Community on
Refinery Dismantlement

Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage MLA
Barbara Adams and members of the
South Woodside community attended
Imperial’s annual neighbour meeting
on October 21 to hear an update about
dismantlement activities at the site of
the company’s former refinery.
Paul Caraher, Atlantic Regional
Manager for Imperial’s Canadian Fuels
Organization, and Ramy Rahbani were
on site to provide the information.
Following the refinery’s closure
in September 2013, Imperial
committed to the phased, multi-year
decommissioning and dismantlement
of surplus refinery equipment,

combined with a conversion of the
former refinery to operations as a fuel
storage and distribution terminal.
The conversion work involved
consolidating tankage in the middle
of the property and away from
neighbours as well as ongoing
optimization of facilities.
Mr. Rahbani advised that
dismantlement is almost complete and
that the few remaining activities will
be finished well within the original
schedule of year-end 2017.
He reported that with a peak
workforce of 80-90, and more
than 300,000 person hours, the

dismantlement activity has proceeded
safely with zero lost-time injuries.
The work involved cleaning and
removing 73 tanks, and 72 controlled
drops of surplus refinery equipment.
A total of 37000 tonnes of steel has
been shipped from the site by rail for
recycling. This transportation choice
significantly reduced truck traffic
through the neighbourhood.
The next phase of site activity involves
assessment of soil in areas where
equipment has been removed, and
remediation over the longer term.
Imperial has no current plans for site
redevelopment.

Merry Christmas

Holiday messages from your MLA

From my family to yours, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful
holiday and Happy New Year.
I look forward to seeing everyone at our holiday events, listed below. All are welcome.
I’d also like to say thank you to those who fought for our freedoms and a special thank you
to the men and women in today’s military families who keep us safe.
Merry Christmas Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage! It is truly an honour to serve as your MLA.

Tree Lighting Reception

Sunday, December 3
6pm
1488 Main Road, Eastern Passage
Warm up after the tree lighting with chili and hot chocolate!

MLA Barbara Adams Annual

Christmas Social

Friday, December 8
1pm-6pm
1488 Main Road, Eastern Passage
Enjoy great company, light refreshments and music!

Holiday Helpers

Volunteers are the heart of the community and there are many good causes right here
in Cole Harbour-Eastern Passage that are looking for help this holiday season. Please
consider helping if you can. If anyone is interested in helping with our Free Christmas
Day Dinner, please contact my office. The more the merrier and many hands make light
work! Donations are also being accepted to help with this much needed holiday meal.

